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Principal’s Letter – 9th September 2022 
 

Dear Parents,  

Whilst this is a happy and growth-based time for South View 
School, I am writing at a time of sadness for the UK and for the 
world as we witness the passing of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II.  In assembly this morning, we mourned her 
passing and reflected on our own lives and, importantly, how 
we could draw on her legacy to live better, happier and more 
productive lives. We considered some of Her Majesty’s 
qualities such as kindness, loyalty, integrity, hard work and 
leadership and looked at these as strong and positive qualities 
for any human being regardless of ethnicity, religion or belief. 
 
With anyone’s passing, comes a time of mourning and reflection but it is also a time 
of resolution and goal setting drawing on the positives of the legacy of the deceased. 
I encouraged all our pupils to reflect on the life of HM The Queen and the history that 
she has lived through and, in many cases, helped to shape.  From this I asked the 
pupils to draw strength and direction from her example in living their lives and in so 
doing working daily to become the very best versions of themselves. We observed a 
1-minute silence and then listened to a poem that encourages the reader to draw 
strength and positivity from the person who has passed.  This poem, written by 
Richard Harkins in 1982, was chosen personally by Her Majesty to be read at her 
mother’s funeral in 2002.  In light of The Queen’s passing, I thought it appropriate to 
share it with the children as they reflected on her legacy.  I include it here for you to 
read: 
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Remember Me 

By David Harkins, 1982. 
 

You can shed tears that she is gone  
or you can smile because she has lived.  
 
You can close your eyes and pray that she'll come back 
or you can open your eyes and see all she's left.  
 
Your heart can be empty because you can't see her 
or you can be full of the love you shared.  
 
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 
or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.  
 
You can remember her and only that she's gone 
or you can cherish her memory and let it live on 
 
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 
or you can do what she'd want: Smile, open your eyes, love and 
go on. 

 
The term is underway with a new and enhanced faculty of colleagues, new 
developments on site and in the classroom with a broad and balanced activities 
programme going live in the coming week.  More information regarding these and 
other new aspects of South View School will be announced in the coming week 
including the election of Class Reps for 2022-2023 and, following this, the launch of 
the Parent Teacher Student Committee and Scholarship programme.  Further, a 
number of engagement events are planned for the term ahead which I will very much 
enjoy sharing with you next week. 
 
In the meantime, I wish you a restful and positive weekend and an exciting week 
ahead. 

 
David Flint 
Principal 


