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Geography programmes of study: 
key stage 3 

National curriculum in England 

Purpose of study  
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of 
their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources, and natural and human environments, together with a deep 
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen 
their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical 
knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 
interconnected and change over time.  

 

Aims  
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and 
human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how 
they bring about spatial variation and change over time  

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  
• collect, analyse, and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of     

geographical processes  
• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs, and Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS)  
• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.  
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. Year 7 
Term 1A Term 1B Term 2A Term 2B Term 3A Term 3B 

It’s your planet/ The 
UK 

Maps and Mapping Weather and Climate Coasts Rivers Earning a Living 

To describe how Earth 
was formed. 
 
To explain what the 
geological timescale is. 
 
To describe the process 
of evolution in a simple 
way. 
 
To give three examples of 
natural processes that 
change Earth. 
 
To identify the British 
Isles, Great Britain, and 
the United Kingdom on 
an outline map. 
 
To name at least 4 upland 
and 4 rivers in the UK. 
 
To discuss which parts of 
the UK are most and least 
crowded – reason to 
explain the pattern. 

To give examples of their own 
connections at local, national, 
and international level. 
 
To explain what the scale on 
a map tells us. 
 
To explain what a mental 
map is. 
 
To state how a sketch map is 
different from other maps. 
 
To explain what OS maps are 
 
To point out on a map lines of 
longitude and latitude. 
 
 

To define and identify at least 
five components of weather. 
 
To describe how the Sun 
produces weather conditions. 
 
To read a weather map. 
 
To name how convectional, 
relief and frontal rain is formed. 
 
To explain what clouds are and 
name two basic types. 
 
To explain in simple terms what 
air pressure is. 
 
To discuss six factors that 
influence climate. 
 

To give examples of physical 
and human process hat shape 
the coastline. 
 
To describe the processes of 
erosion, transport, and 
deposition by the waves. 
 
To name, describe and 
identify coastal landforms. 
 
To explain why the 
government does not want to 
protect all the places at risk 
of erosion. 

To describe the water cycle 
and draw a diagram. 
 
To explain the different parts 
and features of a river. 
 
To describe the processes of 
erosion, transport, and 
deposition. 
 
To describe and identify a V 
shaped valley, waterfall, 
meander, gorge, ox bow lake. 
 
To give at least five ways we 
use rivers. 
 
To state at least three factors 
that contribute to flooding. 
 

To explain and outline what 
the economy is. 
 
To define employment 
structure. 
 
To outline how and why 
employment structure has 
changed in the UK. 
 
To list at least four factors 
which influence where 
businesses set up. 
 
To give an example of a 
country with employment 
structure quite different for 
the UK. 
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Year 8 

Term 1A Term 1B Term 2A  Term 2B  Term 3A  Term 3B 
Population/GIS Urbanisation Natural Hazards Glaciers International 

Development 
 Living Of Earth’s 
Resources 

To identify the 
significance of text and 
different types of 
symbols on a map. 
 
To define correlation 
and draw conclusions 
from correlating data 
on a map. 
 
To name at least 10 
use for GIS 
 
To describe why global 
population has 
changed through 
history, 
 
To identify population 
densities on a world 
map. 
 
To identify at least six 
causes of population 
change in the UK. 

To identify and explain the 
Industrial Revolution as 
the start of urbanisation. 
 
To identify factors that 
contributed to 
Manchester’s success and 
urbanisation. 
 
To define different levels 
of urbanisation around the 
world on a map. 
 
To discuss push and pull 
factors and identify three 
of each type. 
 
To give the advantages 
and disadvantages of living 
in a city. 
 
To examine the problems 
in slums. 

To name and describe the 
three layers that make up 
Earth. 
 
To explain what a plate is 
and why it moves. 
 
To explain that earthquakes 
and volcanos tend to occur 
along or close to plate 
edges. 
 
To discuss what causes 
earthquakes. 
To explain what causes a 
tsunami. 
 
To draw and label a cross 
section of a volcano. 

To define a Glacier and 
how they form. 
 
To explain why glaciers 
flow. 
 
To explain the difference 
between an ice sheet and 
a mountain glacier. 
 
To discuss what the ice 
age is. 
 
To describe the process of 
erosion, transport, and 
deposition by glaciers.  
 
To evaluate the overall 
impact of glaciation on a 
mountain landscape. 

To explain what standard 
of living means. 
 
To examine the different 
aspects of development. 
 
To give examples of two 
countries less developed 
than the UK. 
 
To explain what 
development indicators 
are. 
 
To give at least six reasons 
why countries may lag 
behind in development. 
 
To explain how donations 
to reputable charities can 
help development. 

To define Natural, 
renewable, and non-
renewable resources. 
 
To describe our part in the 
decline of other species. 
 
To explain how salty water 
becomes fresh in the 
water cycle. 
 
To explain the importance 
of soil. 
 
To describe at least 4 ways 
in which we ruin soil. 
 
To list five different things, 
we use oil for. 
 
To explain what solar 
power is. 
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Year 9 

Term 1A Term 1B  Term 2A  Term 2B Term 3A Term 3B 
Rock to Soil China/Asia Russia Middle East  Our Warming Planet Africa/Horn of Africa 
To explain what rocks 
are made of. 
 
To name three 
different types of 
Rocks. 
 
To explain what the 
rock cycle is and create 
a rough sketch. 
 
To describe and Sketch 
the soil cycle. 
 
To name two types of 
weathering 

To describe the location 
and size of Asia.  
 
To describe the physical 
features along the border 
of Asia and Europe. 
 
To explain why European 
traders traded with Asia. 
 
To give at least four facts 
to show China’s 
Importance. 
 
To identify recent changes 
that have contributed to 
China’s success. 
 
To compare the GDP per 
person of areas in South 
West China. 
 
To define biodiversity. 

To show Russia on an 
outline map of the World. 
 
To outline the history of 
Russia from the Start of the 
Russian Empire to the 
collapse of the USSR. 
 
To describe Russia’s climate 
zones and biomes. 
 
To describe and explain the 
pattern of population 
density. 
 
To give at least four reasons 
why Russia is important to 
the rest of the world. 
 
To say how Crimea and 
Russia are connected. 

To locate the Middle East 
and the Arabian Peninsula 
on a world map. 
 
To name and locate five 
seas and three gulfs which 
border the region, and the 
ocean. 
 
To explain why the region 
is hot and dry. 
 
To name at least five of 
the region’s ethnic groups. 
 
To describe the main 
pattern of population 
density. 
 
To give at least four causes 
of conflict in the past. 

To describe how the 
Earth’s temperature has 
changed referring to a 
graph. 
 
To explain what 
greenhouse gases are. 
 
To give at least two 
positive and two negative 
examples of the predicted 
consequences of climate 
change. 
 
To identify the countries 
that produce the most 
carbon dioxide. 
 
To evaluate and explain 
the rise in emissions. 

To show Africa on an 
outline map of the world. 
To give at least five facts 
about the human 
geography of Africa. 
 
To name the four main 
biomes of Africa. 
 
To point to the Horn of 
Africa on a map. 
 
To give at least two 
reasons why the horn of 
Africa counts as a region. 
 
To name the main physical 
features of the Horn of 
Africa. 
 
To describe the pattern of 
temperature and rainfall. 
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UK National Curriculum Objectives Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Locational knowledge  
extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s 
countries using maps of the world to focus on Africa, Russia, Asia (including China and 
India), and the Middle East, focusing on their environmental regions, including polar and 
hot deserts, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

 

Term 1B Maps and 
Mapping 
Term 2A Weather and 
Climate 
 

Term 1A Population 
Term 1B Urbanisation 
Term 3A Development 

Term 1B China /Asia 
Term 2A Russia 
Term 2B Middle East 
Term 3B Africa/Horn of 
Africa 

Place Knowledge  

understand geographical similarities, differences, and links between places through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region within Africa, and of a region within 
Asia  
 

  Term 1B China /Asia 
Term 3B Africa/Horn of 
Africa 
 

Human and physical geography  
understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, 
the key processes in:  
 
physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks, 
weathering and soils; weather and climate, including the change in climate from the Ice 
Age to the present; and glaciation, hydrology and coasts  
 
human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international development; 
economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the 
use of natural resources  

understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change 
landscapes, environments, and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective 
functioning of natural systems  

Term 2B Coasts 
Term 2A Weather and 
Climate 
Term 3A Rivers 
Term 3B Ecosystems 
Term 1A Planets 

Term 2B Glaciers 
Term 2A Natural Hazards 
Term 3B Living of Earth’s 
Resources 
Term 1A Population 
Term 1B Urbanisation 
Term 3A International 
Development 
 
 
 

Term 1A Rock to soil 
Term 3A Our Warming 
Planet 
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Geographical skills and fieldwork  
 

 build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this 
knowledge routinely in the classroom and in the field  

 interpret Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom and the field, including using grid 
references and scale, topographical and other thematic mapping, and aerial and 
satellite photographs  

 use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse and interpret places 
and data  

 use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and draw conclusions from 
geographical data, using multiple sources of increasingly complex information.  

 

Term 1A The UK 
Term 1B Mapping 
Term 2B Coasts 
Term 3A Rivers 
Term 3B Ecosystems 
 
 

Term 1A GIS 
Term 1A Population 
Term 1B Urbanisation 
Term 3A Development                 
Term 3B Living of Earth’s 
Resources 
 

Term 2B Middle East 
Term 1A Rock to soil 
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Geographical skills and fieldwork  
 build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom and in the field  
 interpret Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom and the field, including using grid references and scale, topographical and other 

thematic mapping, and aerial and satellite photographs  
 use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse and interpret places and data  
 use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and draw conclusions from geographical data, using multiple sources of 

increasingly complex information.  

 


